
o
o

o
o

o
o

o
o

o
o

o
o

o
o

o
o

o
o

o
o

o
o

o
o

o
o

o
o

o
o

o
o

o
o

o
o

o
o

o
o

o
o

o
o

o
o

o
o

o
o

o

The Dock Box
DECEMBER 2013 Vol. 24, No. 3

Correction: The story in the last Dockbox
Days of the Dolphin was written by 
Rita Charvat, not Peter Toenjes.

OOPS!

Strap on you wine
glass holsters
because Tanya is
throwing another
wine tasting party.

When: 
Friday, 
January 25th, 7-10 p.m.

Where:
Pier Park Community Building

How much: 
$25 for boat club members, 
$30 non-members

RSVP: Tanya Bartoszewicz
(313) 506-8447 or
tanyanaumenko@hotmail.com

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

BRONZE PLAQUE

At the time of his death, George Gerow was the
longest continuous member of the Grosse Pointe Farms
Boat Club. He and his wife Ann were faithful members
of many leadership committees as well as the sailing race
committee, where one of his favorite duties was the
firing of the cannon. He was dedicated, faithful, and
loyal. He will be deeply missed.

On November 2nd, 2012, an observation deck was
dedicated which has been named in George's honor.
Grosse Pointe Farms Boat Club Members and the
Gerow family were in attendance and were thanked by
Mayor Jim Farquar for George's years service to the
city, as well as to the club.

GPFBC was founded in the 1955 as the Grosse
Pointe Boat Owner’s Club with twenty-two male
members. The mission of the Grosse Pointe Farms Boat
Club is to promote the enrichment of community life in
Grosse Pointe Farms by providing leadership and
support for park-related activities such as boating/sailing
and social events centered at the Pier Park.

The observation deck project was a collaborative
effort between the city and the GPFBC. It was funded
by donors from the Grosse Pointe Farms Boat Club as
well as other members of the community.

The fundraising effort for this project was
spearheaded by Past Commodore Cyndee Harrison. A
plaque bearing the names of the generous donors has
been erected nearby which will serve as a perpetual
reminder of the spirit of community and caring among
neighbors that has always been exemplified by the
Grosse Pointe Farms Boat Club and its members. 

Be certain to stop by and take a look -- Dick Huhn,
Shane Reeside, and the other staff members at the city did
a tremendous job of coordinating the construction of
the beautiful, meaningful bronze plaque, which will last for
generations to come.

The Grosse Pointe Farms Boat
Club will be starting off 2014 with
Winter Wine Wonderland; our
annual wine tasting hosted by
Woods Fine Wine. Please join us
for a wine tasting Saturday, January
25th 7-10:00 p.m. in the
Community Building at Pier Park.
There will be over 75 wines from
around the world to taste. Light
appetizers, beer and other
refreshments will also be served.
$25.00 for members. $30.00 for
non-members. $35.00 at the door.
Reserve your tickets early. If you
have any questions, or to RSVP,
please contact Tanya Bartoszewicz
at (313) 506-8447 or email
tanyanaumenko@hotmail.com. 
See you then!

WINTER WINE WONDERLAND

ROAD RALLY WRAP-UP, PAGE 4



Day 1 – Whew…and weʼre off!

Departed Pier Park at 10:30 am.
We stopped in Algonac at the Algonac

Harbor Club for gas as we know they have the
best  diesel prices on the Great Lakes.
Apparently that is a well known fact because
they were out of diesel!   No worries we have
plenty and were just looking to top off the tanks. We also met up
there with a friend & his family, and they followed us up the St Clair
River to Port Huron. Once we hit Lk Huron, our friends headed East
to Canada and we headed West towards Lexington/Pt Sanilac.  They
were in a beautiful older Chris Craft sedan bridge. They picked this
boat up last year in Holland, MI and drove it around. 

Day 2 - Port Sanilac to Port Austin

We left the harbor at 7 am this morning. We had to get a early start
to try and beat the strong NE winds coming across Lake Huron. We
had a small window in the morning before the winds were to pick up.
Really glad we got up and headed out early… It was a very calm
morning on Lake Huron all the way until we got to about Harbor
Beach and then the wind and the waves were picking up.  We were
really glad we got into Port Austin early. We got in just in time as the
winds continued to grow stronger and stronger.

Day 3 layover in Pt Austin

Port Austin is located in the tip of the thumb…any NE wind creates
quite a rough Saginaw Bay!

A decent 12 kt NE wind rolled across Lake Huron creating some
pretty choppy 3-7 footers for 48 straight hours!   Needless to

say…we and several
other boaters
decided to stay put
for another day.
We spent the day bike riding around town and looking at the historic
neighborhoods. We had dinner at the famous “The Bank”
restaurant…cool place with pretty decent food. 

While in Port Austin we visited our friends whose parents have at
cottage about 2 blocks from the marina. They treated us like
family…BBQ, cookies and all!  Beautiful sunsets here!!

Day 4 Guts and Glory…

We made the decision to depart early on Tuesday to try to beat the
winds and waves expected later in the morning…6:30 am departure
to battle the wonderful Saginaw Bay 3-5 ft rollers.

We did it!!  We made it to Harrisville (45 miles away) in about 3
hrs.  We docked for a couple hours in Harrisville to eat and decide
what to do next.  The weather looked good and the winds calmed
North of Harrisville, so we made the 50 miles trek up to Presque Isle
in around 4 hours. We passed several light houses on the
way…spectacular!

Presque Isle is the only natural harbor in the state of Michigan. It is
one of the most beautiful places we have ever been to on our boat:
quiet, serene, nature, beauty.  We met up with my Aunt’s father who
has a cottage in Presque Isle on Grand Lake.  He and his girlfriend gave
us a great tour of the area and had pizza dinner & ice cream with us. 

Presque Isle is a must stop if you are a Great Lakes boater!

Page 2 www.gpfbc.com
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SUMMER 2013

WHITE
FAMILY ADVENTURE BLOG
7/29/13 - Getting Ready: Four trips to load the boat and we are

finally ready for our big trip! We leave tomorrow a.m.
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Day 5 PI to Harbor Springs

We slept in (8:00). We walked to the Old Presque Isle lighthouse...
very cool!!!

Loooong day cruising up thru the Mackinac Straits under the Mackinac
Bridge. We arrived in Harbor Springs at sunset.  Harbor Springs is a very
nice cottage town with a couple very nice yachts…make that mega yachts.  

Day 6 7/4/13 - BCMI

Short boat ride from Harbor Springs this afternoon to Boyne City!
Calm waters the whole way!

We plan to stay for a couple days to enjoy the 4th of July festivities
planned in Boyne City.

Got the boat unloaded, Watched the best fireworks show in Michigan!!

7/8/13: Beaver Island, MI
In the middle of N. Lk Michigan between Charlevoix & Upper

Peninsula sits a 56 sq mi island called Beaver Island.  This was our next
stop.  We reached depths over 400 feet on the way to the island!!!   

7/9/13: Mackinac City
We battled the morning fog and left Beaver Island around 1:30.

About 2 hour trip to Mackinac Bridge.
The Mack Island marina is closed for dredging this week (getting ready

for Bayview Mackinac Race in a couple weeks). This afternoon we toured
the US Coast Guard cutter “Mackinaw,” a 290 ft boat that used to help
boats that got stuck on the Great Lakes ice during the Winter. We spent
the night at Mackinac City Marina… Tourist trap capital of the world     

—continued on page 9
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ROAD RALLY WRAP-UP

GPFBC ROAD RALLY 2013 

 

Location 1 

1. This location near a street off the Boulevard. The street name is a Heterograph.  (Look up the 

meaning, smarty pants) 

2. Where to go? 

3. If you don’t know this street name, you will be in DIRE circumstances. 

4. What to do? 

5. Get on the correct path until you find The Truth Is The Word  

6. Turn 180 degrees and take a photo of your team (minus the photographer) in a group hug in 

front of the leafy backdrop 

7. For your next clue, look down and around .� 

What a hoot we all had at the 3rd annual Grosse Point Farms
Boat Club Road Rally.  Silliness and crazy fun were in abundance.
At 7 pm, I handed teams their first clue kicking off a series of
events that would lead each team on a wild adventure across
Grosse Pointe Farms.  Off they went attacking each clue, puzzle,
poem, as best they could.  This year’s clues were a little cerebral
but a few seasoned teams shined.  On the other hand, a few
newbies learned the ropes and learned lessons for next time.  In
first place team Carswell squeaked out a victory taking home a $50
cash prize.  By the way, they also won in 2012.  Is there anyone
that can dethrone team Carswell?

If you have never attended the GPFBC road rally just ask those
that have participated in the past.  You take home memories and
fun pictures you will remember for a lifetime.  Pierce that personal

boundary of yours and sign up a team for next year.  I guarantee
you won’t regret it.

As the coordinator of the Road Rally I get to exercise my creative
side and come up with innovative and unique clues and locations.
I have a few helpers, one in particular, Diane Carpentier (the real
brains of the operation), was a big help this year.  She come up
with most of the location and many of the clues.  Thank you Diane.
Also, thank you Dave Morrow and Diane Carpentier for helping
tally scores upon teams return.  It was a big help.

My mind is already whirring at next year’s clues and crazy
locations.  How can I notch it up and push limits?  I think that I
must keep it innovative and fresh.  Get prepared next year as I
want to make things a little more edgy for 2014.  Rock On!

Here are the clues and a few pics.

 

Location 2  

1. The riddle: 

a. A small gargoyle watches and  patiently waits 

b. Across the boulevard from now-closed gates 

c. Initials you cannot miss 

d. Three sets clearly read:    A M H 

2. Hint:  Another gate near this location  has the same  name as the side of a ship that’s sheltered 

from the wind or a great military general: 

3. Photograph your team (minus one) pointing to the northernmost set of initials.  All sets of 

initials must show in the photo 

4. As some of you admire yourselves in the mirror others will get you your next clue not far 

away.. 

5. Bonus Point!  8 bonus points if you know what the initials stand for. 

Location 3    A riddle: 

a. You see the crew, the crew sees you 

b. You see the sails, from hill not dale 

c. There sat students, lasses upon the grasses 

d. As did the Sisters, whose knees had blisters 

2. Go to the pillar that proclaims in stone the name of the prior establishment 

3. Take a photo of all of your team, showing your whole bodys, reading the pillar. 

4. Find your next clue under something that looks oh-so-re. 

5. Bonus points: 2 bonus points. What is routered on the back of the 4 wood slats 
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7/10/13: Mackinac City
Wind forecast this morning is a little rough    
am update: We’re gonna wait it out and see if

we can get moving to next stop.
pm update: We’re staying in Mack city 2nit.

Leaving for Presque Isle early tomorrow
morning. Had fun 2day:

7/11/13: Harrisville
We left Mackinac City at 10:00 am this

morning. Gonna go as far as possible today.
Smooth cruising is in the forecast  We stopped
around noon in Presque Isle to anchor, eat
lunch and go for a quick swim in the 65 degree
water.  After lunch we got back up on plane
towards Thunder Bay Lighthouse.  Once there,
we started making the turn South in Lk Huron.
Arrived in Harrisville late-afternoon. 130 miles
today = Perfect cruising water!!!  Harrisville
2nit.  Harrisville quickly became one of our
favorite stops on this trip – quaint little city
with plenty to do for kids &
parents. Definitely a city that
caters to boaters – great
ammenties/ facilities at the harbor
and several transportation
options (shuttle/bikes) for the
short trip to Main Street
Harrisville downtown. It also
helped that the weather was
perfect and wind was dead calm
on Lk Huron (that is very rare). 

7/12/13: Pt Sanilac
Our plan is to get to Port Sanilac today.

About a 90 mile cruise from Harrisville.
We crossed Saginaw Bay with smooth

waters and no bumps    We could actually
see the Port Austin lighthouse from 13
miles out…pretty good visibility 2day.
We passed Harbor Beach around 3:00.
We made the 4.5 hour trek and arrived
in Pt Sanilac around 4:30.  We spent the
afternoon at the beach within a stones
throw from the boat dock. We grilled
dinner at the marina clubhouse where met up
with a Canadian couple, their son and mother
(in-law). They are from Mitchell’s Bay on Lk St
Clair.  They are trying to get North to Harbor
Springs.  We gave them some advice and shared
a few “best practices” for them to use on their
trip. Great people…like most Canadians  

7/13/13: Back home
We slept in this morning.  Spent a couple

hours on the beach before leaving PS marina
around 1:15. Small 1 footers on Lk Huron…
Very nice. We were at Bluewater Bridge @ 2:50.

We made a quick stop in Algonac to top off
the tanks. We arrived in our home port at 6:35
pm. Best vacation ever!!!
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2013 BRIDGE &
BOARD MEMBERS

COMMODORE
Ken MacKenzie

VICE-COMMODORE
Scott Bade

REAR-COMMODORE
Ron Mack

TREASURER
Sandy MacKenzie

SECRETARY
Ridene Soltesz

MEMBERSHIP
Eileen Bade

RACE CHAIRPERSON
David Morrow

BOARD MEMBERS
Cyndee Harrison P/C

Peter Toenjes P/C
Tanya Bartoszewicz P/C

John Cotrell
Kathryn Oldham

Bob Malicki
Gene Carswell P/C

NEW 2014 BRIDGE

COMMODORE
Scott Bade

VICE-COMMODORE
Ron Mack

REAR-COMMODORE
Charlotte Adamaszek

TREASURER
Steve Sicklesteel

SECRETARY
Ridene Soltesz

MEMBERSHIP
Eileen Bade

RACE CHAIRPERSONS
Brian Sullival
Rick Schmidt

BOARD MEMBERS
TBD

~~~~~~~~

—continued from page 3

WELCOME ABOARD!
Let’s all welcome our newest members:

Andy and Mandy Backman

Tim & Diane Couvreur

Paul & Kristen Bove

Tom & Paula Trueman

James & Jackie Statham 

Mitch & Joceyln Dombrowsk

WHITE OUT


