
       

 

Grosse Pointe Farms Boat Club & Pier Park 

66th Annual Regatta 
And Family Fun Weekend 2018  

Friday June 29th through Sunday July 1st 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

View the Regatta Schedule on Page  9   

Grosse Pointe Farms Boat Club ■ PO Box 36491 ■ GPF, MI 48236 ■ www.gpfbc.com 
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Welcome to the 2018 Regatta - Ric Schmidt – Vice Commodore 
 

There’s no better place to celebrate the beginning of Summer and the Fourth of July 
holiday than at the best park on the planet, Grosse Pointe Farms Pier Park! I have 
had the great fortune to travel to many places across the U.S. and abroad, and I can 
honestly say I have never found anything similar to our hometown gem, Pier Park. 
The park offers us a beautiful harbor, a huge pool and splash pad, the one and only 
beach found in the Pointes, an ice skating rink, basketball court, tennis and paddle 
tennis areas, and beautiful fire pit and gazebo, all within the spectacular setting of 
Lake St. Clair!  

For me, these memories go back decades. So many, I no longer count! I fondly 
remember riding my bike to Pier Park to go swimming, sailing, to play tennis or 
shuffle board, and buy candy at the snack shack! And when the Regatta came along, 
I was so excited to decorate my bike and participate in so many fun events while 
enjoying a fabulous picnic with my family. The Regatta weekend is truly heaven on 
earth!  

Last year the GPF Boat Club instituted a new tradition called the Island Party. A 
fantastic evening full of music and great local foods and beverages, sponsored by 
local businesses for us older “kids” to enjoy ourselves!! The Island Party is on 
Friday night, right after Art in the Park and an exciting sailboat race! 

All of us at the Farms Boat Club wish your family a Happy Fourth of July weekend! 

Sincerely, 

Ric 
vicecommodore@gpfbc.com 

Special Thanks to the 2018 Regatta Volunteers 
Peter Toenjes 

George Brandau 

Janet Brandau 

Paul Toenjes 

Carrie Murphy 

Steve Lamont 

 

Scott Bade 

Eileen Bade 

Paul Huth 

Krystol Huth 

Patrick Mills 

Susan Mills 

Jocelyn Mills 

 

Ric Schmidt 

Mary Lou Smith 

Dave Charvat 

Rita Charvat 

Cyndee 
Harrison 

Chris Harrison 

 

Kathy Keating 

Tom Keating  

Myron Sherer 

Ulli Sherer 

Lauren Toenjes 

Jennifer Toenjes 

 

Bob Malicki 

Suzi Berschback 

Tom Campbell 

Carey White 

Lisa Casalou 

Betsy Schulte 
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2018 Regatta Island Party Food and Beverage Sponsors 
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2018 Regatta Island Party Food and Beverage Sponsors 



       

 

 
 
 

6 



       

 
7

Become a Member of the Grosse Pointe Farms Boat and Social Club 
 
There is so much fun to be had as a Grosse Pointe Farms Boat Club member! Membership is open to all 
Grosse Pointe Farms residents. No need to own a boat to become a member. 

For over 65 years, the club has provided members with opportunities to socialize, make new friends, 
volunteer for Farms events, (i.e., Winterfest, Easter egg hunt, Regatta) and make donations to help improve 
Pier Park to the benefit of its residents. 

Our club’s activities take place throughout the year. We meet up at Cadieux Café in the winter for a couple 
friendly rounds of feather bowling and end the evening with entertainment performed by a live band. We 
work with Pier Park’s staff to help put on the Farms Winterfest. There is our late winter Commodore’s Ball, 
an event with great food and music, and everyone dances the night away at the boat house.  An early spring 
gathering takes place at the outdoor fire pit, over by the warming house and tennis courts.  Even in the 
evening chill, members hearts are warmed by the friendships that have built up over the years. 

In the later spring and summer, we have the popular Thirsty Thursday evening sail races that start at 7 p.m.  
These races always bring a cheerful crowd of club and general community residents to the pier, where you 
can share a relaxing time with new and old friends alike. 

Of course, there is our summer highlight.  Volunteers from our boat club, along with the Pier Park staff and 
the city of GPF, put together a fantastic Regatta and Fireworks show the weekend before the 4th of July at 
our beautiful lakeside park.  Its three days full of entertainment for all ages to enjoy.  

In the fall, there is a wine tasting event which is open to all Farms residences, with the purchase of a ticket. 
And finally, our last big event for the year is the Lobster Roast in the late fall that we claw our way to get 
tickets for!  Pun intended! 

In addition to all our mentioned activities, we have general membership meetings to keep members informed, 
involved, and to create fun social gathering opportunities. 

Consider joining the Grosse Pointe Farms Boat Club.  Family dues are $75 each year and it’s as easy as 
going to gpfbc.com and clicking on the link that says, “Join the Club!” Dues support club events and 
donations towards Pier Park improvements.  Best of all, it’s a great way to meet new friends in our 
community. Visit the website calendar to see all our activities.  

We look forward to seeing you at our next event!  

Susan Mills 
secretary@gpfbc.com 
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2018 Boat Club Board 
 
Commodore: Paul Toenjes Craig Baetz 
Vice Commodore: Ric Schmidt P/C: Glen Logan 
Rear Commodore: Tom Campbell P/C: Scott Bade 
Treasurer: Patrick Mills P/C: Rita Charvat 
Secretary: Susan Mills P/C: Ron Mack 
Race Chairperson: Steve Lamont
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Special Thanks to All of Our Sponsors 
Please patronize those that support our community 

 

Premier Sponsors: Merrill Lynch  --  Bob Maxey Lincoln  
 

Platinum Sponsors: 

Benchmark Health, PC Wolverine Packaging   
 

Gold Sponsors: 

Atwater  Blufin Sushi Village Market 
Papa John’s Pizza   
 

Silver Sponsors: 
Charvat the Florist  Edmund T. Ahee Jewelers Clark-Hill  
Matthew Rumora Attorney Grosse Pointe Othrodontics George Koueiter Jewelers  
 

Bronze Sponsors: 
Charles T. Berschback  Desaranno Wealth Management Pointe Window Cleaning 
Jerry's Party Shop Cambridge Investment Research  Happy-Go-Lucky Girl 
Two Retired Guys Campbell Financial  Criterion Machinery 
Xpress Printing GP Bees Village Locksmith 
Pointe Service Center Mark Wilamowski – State Farm Mikes Marine Supply 
Mr. C’s Deli Churchill’s Aspen Ridge K9 Specialties 
B3 - Bikes, Blades and Boards  
 

Patron Sponsors: 
Paul Toenjes & Family Glen Logan & Family Ron and Theresa Mack  
The Maitland Family Scott and Eileen Bade Myron and Ulli Sherer 
The Potter Family The Cottrell Family Cathy and Tom LaMont 
Carmel and Don McKeon Chris Scott Andy and Alice Baetz 
Peter and Cindy Toenjes Bob Malicki The Budek Family 
Mike Meredith Jim & Holly Babiarz Lynda Weiser 
Jocelyn and Mitch Dombrowski Kathy Cleland Craig Baetz 
 

Prize Sponsors: Tom Kolojeski & Family   Mike’s Marine Supply    Village Grille    Churchill’s   Irish Coffee 
                            Harvard Grille   The Hill 
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Sail Races 
re•gat•ta 
rәˈɡadә,rәˈɡädә/ 
noun 
1. a sporting event consisting of a series of boat or yacht races. 
 
History: 
From the very beginning of the Grosse Pointe Farms Boat (Owners) Club, in 1954, one of the first activities was 
to prepare an annual regatta for the coming 1955 season. The club started the tradition in great style with the 
largest regatta on the Great Lakes that year. There were over 200 boats and more than 6,000 people participating. 
In those days, there were primarily Knarrs and Lightnings racing under sail and they also had inboard and 
outboard powerboats racing in the regatta. At some point the race was dropped from the annual Regatta program, 
but the name remained. 

 
GPFBC Racing Today: 
For many years the Club has sponsored a Thursday night series of races that start and finish off the main pier, 
near the gazebo. Today, the powerboats no longer race, but our sailing races remain a strong part of the club 
(www.gpfbc.com/races). 
 
There is a Spring and Summer Series with six separate classes including one design, spinnaker and jib and main 
fleets with the two spinnaker classes.  Unlike the early wooden sailboats that started our tradition, most of the 
boats in today’s races are significant sized yachts that race in other series in the Detroit River Yachting 
Association (DRYA) including the Bayview Mackinac Race. 
 
At the end of the Summer Series, besides the flags that the racers compete for in their individual classes, the 
racers with the best accumulated results have their boat name engraved on two perpetual trophies displayed in 
the boathouse: 
 
1) The Gerow Trophy is presented to the overall season winner for all boats competing in the races 
2) The Moran Trophy is presented to the overall season winner of boats from the Grosse Pointe Farms Pier Park 

Marina that compete in the races. 
 
In 2014 the Club reintroduced a sailing race to Regatta weekend, with a Friday night reverse handicap race that 
awards the Grosse Pointe Farms Cup (www.gpfbc.com/2018-farms-cup). 
 
Fun dockside: 
The club holds a Thirsty Thursday cheering squad that comes down for the races during the Spring and Summer 
series to cheer on the boats as they are starting and finishing the races. They have been a big hit and they are 
having a blast. Follow the sound of the cannon and join us on Thursday pier-side.  
 
Steve Lamont 
Race Committee Chairman 
races@gpfbc.com 
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Mark your Calendar -- Upcoming 2018 Events at Pier Park 
 

 

Annual Ice Cream Social - Saturday, August 4th @ 1 p.m. – 4 p.m. 

Save the date for this one!  Grosse Pointe Farms residents and their guests are invited to indulge in free ice cream and enjoy activities 
such as a Giant Slide, Dunk Tank, Train Rides, Face Painting and Magic Shows.  This day is sponsored and hosted by the Grosse 
Pointe Farms Foundation.  This is a day that all families must mark on their summer calendar as a "can't miss day". 

 

Grosse Pointe Farms & City Fishing Rodeo - Saturday, August 11th @ 9:00 a.m. sharp 

This event is open to City of Grosse Pointe and Grosse Pointe Farms Families, ages 17 and under.  Fishing isn't required to participate!  
Prizes will be given to ALL participants, including the adults!  Breakfast and lunch is provided.  Breakfast will be served at 8:30 a.m., 
fishing begins at 9:00 a.m. with lunch, prizes and awards to follow until noon.  This program is organized by Dick Graves Concessions. 

 

Farewell Bonfire - Friday, August 31 @ Dusk-10:00 p.m. 

As a goodbye  to summer, the fire pit will be ablaze on the beach with music playing for all families to enjoy.  Bring your own s’mores, 
drink, snacks, etc.  

 

2018 Concours D’Elegance - Sunday, September 30th @ 12:00 p.m. 
The Grosse Pointe Farms Foundation’s Concours d’Elegance will be held at Pier Park.  

 

Autumn Harvest - Saturday, October 6th @ 12:30-3:00 p.m. 

Whether you're riding the hayride, bouncing in the moonwalk, hunting for candy, roasting some marshmallows, decorating pumpkins, 
petting the animals, watching some magic, enjoying some fresh donuts and cider, or just taking in the beautiful Fall landscape at Pier 
Park, there is sure to be fun for the whole family at the Annual Autumn Harvest.  The cost is $5 per person ages 2 and older. 
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Welcome from the Commodore 
Welcome to the 2018 Grosse Pointe Farms Regatta 

Over the years the Regatta has included a wide variety of events from boat parades through the city to a beauty pageant 
for Miss Grosse Pointe Farms.  At the Boat Club, we are always looking for ways to make sure that families in the 
community have a great time and that we keep things interesting with a variety of events for the young and old. Last year 
we introduced the Island Party which was a big success and a lot of fun. This year there are a few new events such as a 
volleyball competition and a children’s pop-up pool party.  We are always looking for new ideas as well as volunteers to 
help with events and planning.   

As one might imagine, a tremendous amount of effort goes into the planning and coordination of Regatta events as well as 
obtaining financial support from our sponsors.  Please visit these organizations and thank them for their support as they 
are the ones who fund much of the Regatta. I want to thank all our Boat Club volunteers, sponsors, the Farms Foundation, 
the City of Grosse Farms and the Parks and Recreation Department.  It is through the partnering efforts and financial 
support of these organizations that make the Regatta possible. 

I sincerely hope you enjoy this year’s Regatta, as I have since I was a child in the 1960s. 

Wishing you and your families a very Happy 4th of July! 

Paul Toenjes, Commodore 
commodore@gpfbc.com   
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