Grosse Pointe Farms Boat Club & Pier Park

66th Annual Regatta
And Family Fun Weekend 2017
Friday June 30th through Sunday July 2nd

View the Regatta Schedule on Page 9
Grosse Pointe Farms Boat Club ■ PO Box 36491 ■ GPF, MI 48236 ■ www.gpfbc.com
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Welcome to the 2017 Regatta
Paul Toenjes – Vice Commodore
Welcome to the Grosse Pointe Farms 2017 Regatta and Family Fun Weekend! I have been attending these
events pretty much every year since I was a little kid. I spent every summer day at the Farms Park, but the
Regatta was the main event that we always looked forward to. I recently ran across an old picture of me in the
bicycle parade in the late 60s when I was maybe 8 or 9 years old. I remember wining a prize at the bike parade
for the lemonade stand built on top of the handlebars of my trusty Schwinn bicycle; I still have the ribbon tucked
away somewhere in a scrapbook. Since I was born a few days from the 4th of July, I was a natural pyromaniac
and could not get enough of the fireworks shows. I remember everybody being in a great mood (even the
parents), the food and BBQ, music, games and prizes, parades, the friends and family. The Regatta was the
event that brought the entire community together, a trouble-free time when you got to see long lost friends from
school that you had not seen in maybe four weeks or so. One of the most difficult decisions we had to make then
was whether to swim in the lake or the pool. Many years have passed and while I am no longer allowed to ride
in the bicycle parade, many things remain the same. The Regatta is still about community - and what a
wonderful and unique community we have. It is so much fun to see old friends and also meet new people who
come to the Regatta with their families wide-eyed and full of excitement. Thinking back to my bicycle lemonade
stand, I never would have thought that I would have ended up running the Regatta decades later in this crazy,
technology-based world. Take a few moments and look around at the low-tech family fun going on today (sorry,
we added credit card processing this year), think back to when you were a kid, and enjoy interacting with your
friends and family in this perfect setting. The best part of the Regatta is building a child’s future memories while
at the same time taking us back to relive our own. Please enjoy this year’s Regatta and don’t forget to stay for
the fireworks..
Sincerely,

Paul
vicecommodore@gpfbc.com
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Friday Night Regatta Island Party Sponsors
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About the Grosse Pointe Farms Boat Club
Since 1955
For sixty-six years, members of The Grosse Pointe Farms Boat Club have worked to enhance the lives of
residents in the community of Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan. The club partners with the GPF Parks and
Recreation department to provide meaningful and memorable community events throughout the year.
Membership in the GPFBC is open to any resident of Grosse Pointe Farms. You do not need to own a boat to
become a member.
We currently have 120 families in the club and there’s always room for YOU in the Grosse Pointe Farms
Boat Club! Please visit our website to sign up at gpfbc.com.
A brief history…
The Grosse Pointe Boat Owner’s Club was founded in 1955 and started with twenty-two members. In 1957,
the name was changed to the Grosse Pointe Farms Boat Club.
At inception, the club assumed responsibility for the Regatta (held since 1953). The early Regatta’s included
a review of decorated boats, boat races, and an elected queen.
As community interest grew, so did the size and scope of the Regatta. Raffle tickets and brochure advertising
were introduced to help finance the weekend. The program of events regularly expands to include activities
for all ages to enjoy.
Current activity…
In addition to the Regatta, our club holds year-round activities for the community, such as cook-outs, holiday
parties, the Commodore’s Ball, and sailboat races. In addition, our club also raises money to support
improvements to Pier Park. In recent years, we have helped fund Pier Park’s WIFI upgrade, the outdoor gas
fire pit and umbrellas on the pool deck, the recycling bins and wagons, the Gerow Memorial Deck, and the
telescope on the observation deck.
We will continue to strive to have Grosse Pointe Farms Boat Club promote positive impacts upon our park
and offer social opportunities to its community members.
Join us today!
www.gpfbc.com

Scott Bade
membership@gpfbc.com
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Welcome from the Commodore
Welcome to the 66th Annual Grosse Pointe Farms Regatta and Family Fun Weekend!
I am excited to have you here with us, enjoying this great weekend event at Pier Park. I know that many of you
have been coming to this event since you were young, others are joining us for the first time and I’m sure some
of you are like my family -- while my wife and I did not grow up in the Pointes, Pier Park has been an everyday
summer destination for our family for the past 15 years. Whatever your story, all of us at the Grosse Pointe
Farms Boat Club and Pier Park welcome you and hope you enjoy all the activities we have put together for
you!
You may have noticed a few changes to the Regatta schedule this year, most notably the addition of a Friday
Kick-Off Party. We believe this party, which will be held in conjunction with the Friday Sailing Regatta, is a
great opportunity to enjoy some good music as well as food and drinks from a few of our local sponsors –
Atwater at the Park, Bluefin Sushi, Papa John’s and Village Food Market. We hope you will attend!
I think everyone will agree that the most important aspect of this weekend is spending time with our families
and bringing our wonderful community together. There’s a lot going on in the world today and change is, of
course, inevitable but all of that has made me more appreciative of our community… I feel blessed to be living
here beside beautiful Lake Saint Clair, able to enjoy all the amenities our Park and City have to offer.
In closing, I hope you enjoy the many activities scheduled for this weekend (see our attached Schedule). If you
have a chance, please take a moment to thank the many Grosse Pointe Farms Boat Club volunteers and Pier
Park employees who work so hard to make this weekend possible. Also, keep in mind the many local
businesses and individuals that have sponsored this weekend. They too are a part of our great community and
I hope you will think of them the next time you shop, go out for a meal or require professional assistance or
service.
Wishing you and your families a very Happy 4th of July!
Sincerely,

Glen Logan, Commodore
commodore@gpfbc.com

Special Thanks to all the Regatta Volunteers
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Scott Bade

Rita Charvott

Dave Charvott
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Violet Whitmore

Chris Harrison

Cyndee Harison

Victor Logan
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Paul Toenjes

Carey White

Ron Mack

Ulli Sherer

Myron Sherer
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Steve Lamont

Stave Sicklesteel

Jennifer Toenjes

Become a Member of the Grosse Pointe Farms Boat Club
There is so much fun to be had as a Grosse Pointe Farms Boat Club member! Membership is open to all
Grosse Pointe Farms residents, boaters and non-boaters alike.
For more than 60 years, the club has served Grosse Pointe Farms Pier Park and has provided countless
ways for members to socialize and make new friends both on and off the water.
Our club’s activities take place throughout the year. We host the Winter Wine Wonderland event each
January at the boat house and club members receive discounted tickets to attend. The wine tasting features a
lovely variety of wine selections to sample, along with cheese, crackers, fruit, and of course, great company.
February is fun with a good game of feather bowling at Cadieux Cafe. In March, we have the Commodores
Ball, celebrating the club’s commodore as well as all the board and club members, with great food and
music, and everyone can dance the night away at the boat house. In the spring and summer, we have our
Thursday evening sailboat races, which always bring a cheerful crowd of club and general community
members to the pier, where you can share a relaxing time with new and old friends alike. There is even a
cannon (a big bang without ammunition) that fires to officiate the races. One of the highlights of the year is
the lovely lobster roast we have in the fall that ends with a fire on the beach.
You can sign up online at www.gpfbc.com/membership

Susan Mills
secretary@gpfbc.com

Call to Sponsors
We would like to thank all of our
2017 sponsors and we encourage
everyone to patronize these
businesses as they have greatly
supported the community.
If you own or are affiliated with a
business that wishes to be a sponsor
in next year’s 2018 program, we
have a special offer for you. If you
pre-book and pay your sponsorship
by August 31st, we will lock you in
at this year’s rates and provide an
additional 15% discount.
Please email regatta@gpfbc.com
with “Regatta 2018” in the subject
line and we will send you
sponsorship information.

Paul Toenjes
vicecommodore@gpfbc.com
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Special Thanks to All of Our Sponsors
Please patronize those that support our community

Premier Sponsors: Bob Maxey Lincoln Mercury & Merrill Lynch
Platinum Sponsors:

Metropoulos Brothers
Gold Sponsors:

Atwater
Grosse Pointe Orthodontics

Blufin Sushi
Papa John’s Pizza

Silver Sponsors:
Charvat the Florist
George Koueiter Jewelers
Moosejaw

Churchill’s
Hill Seafood & Chop House
Pointe Hardware & Lumber

Edmund T. Ahee Jewelers
Matthew Rumora
Tom Kolojeski & Family

Desaranno Wealth Management
Cambridge Investment Research
Menchie’s – Subway
Diamond Clean Boat Wash
Mark Milamowski – State Farm

Pointe Dental Group
Lencrafters
Village Grille
Frank and Ruth Wilson
Mikes Marine Supply

Glen and Cindy Logan & Family
Ron and Theresa Mack

Scott and Eileen Bade
Susan and Patrick Mills

Els Boutique
Merit Woods Pharmacy
Charvat the Florist

Jumps Restaurant
Susan Mills
Mr. C’s Car Wash

Bronze Sponsors:
Charles T. Berschback
Jerry's Party Shop
Village Food Market
Xpress Printing
Grosse Pointe Shell
Mr. C’s Car Wash

Patron Sponsors:
Bob Malicki
Paul Toenjes
The Maitland Family

Raffle Sponsors:
Da Edoardo Restaurant
Tom Kolojeski
Menchie’s – Subway
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Sail Races
re•gat•ta
rəˈɡadə,rəˈɡädə/
noun
1.
a sporting event consisting of a series of boat or yacht races.
History:
From the very beginning of the Grosse Pointe Farms Boat (Owners) Club, in 1954, one of the first activities was
to prepare an annual regatta for the coming 1955 season. The club started the tradition in great style with the
largest regatta on the Great Lakes that year. There were over 200 boats and more than 6,000 people participating.
In those days, there were primarily Knarrs and Lightnings racing under sail and they also had inboard and
outboard powerboats racing in the regatta. At some point the race was dropped from the annual Regatta program,
but the name remained.
GPFBC Racing Today:
For many years the Club has sponsored a Thursday night series of races that start and finish off of the main pier,
near the gazebo. Today, the powerboats no longer race, but our sailing races remain a strong part of the club.
There is a Spring and Summer Series with six separate classes including one design, spinnaker and jib and main
fleets with the two spinnaker classes. Unlike the early wooden sailboats that started our tradition, most of the
boats in today’s races are significant sized yachts that race in other series in the Detroit River Yachting
Association (DRYA) including the Bayview Mackinac Race.
At the end of the Summer Series, besides the flags that the racers compete for in their individual classes, the
racers with the best accumulated results have their boat name engraved on two perpetual trophies displayed in
the boathouse:
1) The Gerow Trophy is presented to the overall season winner for all boats competing in the races
2) The Moran Trophy is presented to the overall season winner of boats from the Grosse Pointe Farms Pier Park
Marina that compete in the races.
In 2014 the Club reintroduced a sailing race to Regatta weekend, with a Friday night reverse handicap race that
awards the Grosse Pointe Farms Cup.
Fun dockside:
The club holds a Thirsty Thursday cheering squad that comes down for the races during the Spring and Summer
series to cheer on the boats as they are starting and finishing the races. They have been a big hit and they are
having a blast. Follow the sound of the cannon and join us on Thursday pier-side.

Steve Lamont
Race Committee Chairman
races@gpfbc.com
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Mark your Calendar -- Upcoming Events at Pier Park
Grosse Pointe Public Library at your Park - July 11th @ 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
Grosse Pointe Farms Residents are invited to join Grosse Pointe Public Library for
children’s crafts, games and an opportunity for people of all ages to register for Summer
Reading Club. Come in and see what they have to offer at all three branches! Pre-registration
is not required.
Annual Ice Cream Social - August 5th @ 1 p.m. – 4 p.m.
Save the date for this one! Grosse Pointe Farms Residents and their guests are invited to indulge in free ice
cream and enjoy activities such as a Giant Slide, Dunk Tank, Train Rides, Face Painting and Live Music. This
day is sponsored and hosted by the Grosse Pointe Farms Foundation. This is a day that all families must mark
on their summer calendar as a “can’t miss day.”
Grosse Pointe Farms & City Fishing Rodeo - August 12th @ 9:00 a.m.
The Fishing Rodeo will again be held at Pier Park and is open to Farms and City Residents ages 17 and under.
There are prizes for all participants and door prizes for the adults, too. There will be refreshments for breakfast
and lunch. All participants should be ready to cast their lines by 8:30 a.m. with the actual starting time for
fishing at 9:00 a.m. sharp. This program is open to all residents of Grosse Pointe Farms and Grosse Pointe City.
Everyone should bring their own bait and fishing poles. This program is organized by Dick Graves Concessions.
All Pointes Family Outdoor Movie - August 12th @ 7:30 p.m.
This summer’s Family Outdoor Movie, sponsored by St. John Hospital & Medical Center, will be held at Grosse
Pointe South’s Football Field. The Outdoor Movie is open to all residents of the five Grosse Pointes. Park
Passes are required and will be checked at the entrance on Fisher Rd. Rain date is August 13th. This year’s
featured movie is Finding Dory.
Farewell Bonfire - September 1st @ Dusk-10:00 p.m.
Summer has come and gone again, to say goodbye, the fire pit will be ablaze on the beach with music playing
and fun activities for the kids (and adults). Bring your own s’mores, drink, snacks, etc. The first 150 kids will
receive a glow bracelet!
Autumn Harvest - October 7th @ 12:30-4:00 p.m.
Whether you're riding the hayride, bouncing in the moonwalk, hunting for candy, roasting some marshmallows,
decorating pumpkins, petting the animals, watching some magic, enjoying some fresh donuts and cider, or just
taking in the beautiful Fall landscape at Pier Park, there is sure to be fun for the whole family at the Annual
Autumn Harvest. The cost is $5 per person ages 2 and older
Winterfest on The Hill - February 3, 2018 @ 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
One of the highlights of winter in Grosse Pointe Farms is the Annual Winterfest on the Hill. Winterfest features
a full assortment of family fun and activities, including the Soup Challenge! Outside, on the streets of the Hill,
there will be live ice carving demonstrations, free refreshments, cookie decorating for the kids, s'mores stations,
an ice carving putt putt golf course, and games. More details to come closer to the event!
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